September 14, 2009

Dear Parents,

I hope the beginning of the school year for you and your son has been a smooth one.  Bishop Hendricken High School is such a busy place it is often difficult keeping up with all the happenings and events that go on here.

The event that I would like to speak to you about is our first mixer of the year.  The mixer will be held on Friday night, September 18th beginning at 7:00PM.  I understand how important these events are for our young men to develop as the total person- heart, mind, soul, and body.  But we, as a community, have wrestled with the style of dancing which takes place at these dances.  Each generation seems to find a new way to express themselves on the dance floor, but we find this latest trend inconsistent with our school’s mission and Catholic identity.  

A committee has been created to study this issue and create new strategies to change the behavior of some of our students.  This group has decided to implement a new policy which will be enforced at all mixers and dances, both formal and semi-formal.  This policy will not allow any inappropriate dancing, specifically, but not solely, “back to front” dancing.  According to this new policy, students, male and female, who are dancing in an inappropriate manner will be removed from the dance and will wait in a designated area for one of his or her parents to pick him or her up.  Students who are removed from the dance will not be allowed to attend any dances for the rest of the first semester, including homecoming.  We are proud of everything we do here at Hendricken and our dances will not be an exception.   

I am appealing to all parents to help in this effort.  Please have a conversation with your son about his behavior at the dances and what it means to be respectful of their dance partner and himself.  The administrators, teachers, and staff of Bishop Hendricken want to continue to have these dances, but in order to ensure the future of these dances, our students need to display responsible behaviors which are consistent with our mission as a Catholic high school.      

Yours in Green and Gold,

Jay Brennan

Principal

